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Pensions. — The Pension bill now before Congress appro- 
priates $13,250,000 ; one million and a quarter more than 
the whole average annual expenses of our government forty 
years ago under John Quincy Adams ; a tax on the country 
likely, from late experience, to last for fifty years or more to 
come. 



Christian Influence on Pagans. — It is in the power of 
Christian nations, in spite of all their unchristian deeds 
and habits, still to exert, if they would, a benign and far 
reaching influence upon the heathen. The case of Burlin- 
game in China is a very remarkable case, deeply interesting 
to the whole world ; and we are hearing almost daily of cases 
somewhat similar upon a smaller scale. Late in 1868 the 
Mikado of Japan, a country so intensely embittered for 
centuries against the Christian name, appointed one Paul 
Frank, formerly a lieutenant in our army, as •' chief of the 
Japanese military forces at a salary of 812,000 a year." 
]f men calling themselves Christians, were all to act in 
their intercourse with pagans worthy of their name, they 
would be honored thus all over the heathen world, and 
create such a general impression in favor of Christianity as 
to pave the way everywhere for its easy and speedy intro- 
duction. The worst obstacles to the spread of the gospel 
have ever been, as they still are, found in the unchristian 
acts and habits of reputed Christians. 



A Million Men at Ca,ll. — A Prussian (Berlin) 
journal says that a telegram at that capital could any 
moment put a million of troops under arms for instant ser- 
vice. A million, all armed to the teeth with the murderously 
effective weapons, ready for the work of wholesale butchery 
and devastation ! All this the boasted climax of Chris- 
tian civilization in this nineteenth century ? 



Arbitration instead op War. — This principle, so 
long and strenuously urged by Peace societies, is gradually 
coming into use. The South American republics on the 
Pacific, lately at war with Spain, have accepted the media- 
tion of the United States, and assented to a Congress in 
which all the belligerents will be represented, to meet at 
"Washington this spring. The boundary disputes of Great 
Britain and Portugal, touching their African possessions, 
have also been referred to the United States for solution^ 
and President Johnson has accepted the office of arbitrator 
on behalf of the United States government. The Mexican 
Congress has approved the treaty recently concluded with 
the United States, recognizing the rights of naturalized 
citizens, and also a convention for the settlement of the 
claims of citizens of each country against the government 
of the other. 



OUR CONTROVERSY WITH ENGLAND. 

It seems that our disputes with England, arising out of 
our late rebellion, are not likely, after all, to be settled at 
once by her Foreign Secretary and our new Minister, Rev- 
erdy Johnson, who was received with so much favor. Be it 
so, if it must be ; but we feel no discouragement or doubt 
about its finally reaching a peaceful result. Not only so ; 
but this delay is likely, we think, to insure in the end a 
settlement more satisfactory to both parties, and more bene- 
ficial to the general cause of peace, and the welfare of the 
world. So we can well afford to wait ; and meanwhile we 
shall rest in the assurance, that the parties, and such par- 



ties too, can never go to war about the points in dispute. 
It is too late in the nineteenth century for that, and" there 
is too much common sense, if not too much of our common 
Christianity in both countries. 

Meanwhile we look with great pleasure on the reception 
lately accorded everywhere to our new Minister alike in 
public and private, by the government, the press and the 
people, and the readiness and cordiality with which the 
two negotiators agreed on the general terms of a full and 
final adjustment. It is very true that all this does not in- 
sure an immediate settfement ; but it must, with well-nigh 
moral certainty, exclude all thought of ever appealing to 
the sword for a decision of the controversy. 

We will quote here some things of much interest to our 
cause that have lately transpired in the progress of these 
negotiations. The Committee of the Peace Society, " un- 
derstanding that several questions besides those connected 
with the conflicting claims arising out of the American 
War, were the subject of negotiation between our own Foreign 
Minister and the United States Ambassador, — such as the 
question of naturalization, and that referring to San Juan 
— and thinking that the airangement of these might be 
embodied in separate treaties," addressed a memorial to 
their own Minister on the subject : 

" Presuming," they say, " that negotiations conducted in 
a spirit so friendly and conciliatory as is known to inspire 
both your Lordship and his Excellency the Minister of the 
United States, will issue in the happy and speedy adjust- 
ment of the matter in dispute, it is presumed that the re- 
sults will be embodied in a treaty, or treaties, or some 
form of contract or agreement, between the two Govern- 
ments. But experience has proved that treaties them- 
selves, by differences of opinion that may arise as to the 
interpretation to be put on the provisions they contain, 
may become the occasion of serious disagreements between 
nations; and the Committee, therefore, venture respectfully to 
submit that an Arbitration Clause should be inserted in 
the new treaty, or treaties, that may be entered into, defin- 
ing the means for the peaceable solution of such disagree- 
ments. 

" Happily, there exists more than one precedent for this 
in previous treaties between Great Britain and the United 
States. This is especially the case in a treaty between the 
two Governments relative to Commerce and Navigation, 
negotiated, as the Committee believe, under your Lord- 
ship's auspices, and ratified at Washington, September 9, 
1850, which contains clauses providing that, in the event 
of differences arising between the contracting parties on any 
matter connected with the treaty, the question in dispute 
should be referred first to Commissioners, and, in the 'last 
resort, to an Arbitrator or Umpire to be mutually chosen, 
' the high contracting parties,' such is the language of the 
treaty, ' solemnly engaging to consider the decision of the 
Commissioners conjointly, or of the Arbitrator or Umpire, 
as the case may be, as absolutely final and conclusive, in 
each case deeided upon by them or him respectively.' The 
Committee earnestly hope, that the same, or a similar 
clause, may be introduced into any new treaty, or treaties, 
that may be entered into between Great Britain and the 
United States." 

To this appeal, the British Minister answered by his Sec- 
retary : — " Lord Clarendon fully concurs with the Com- 
mittee in the opinion, that it is desirable to have recourse to 
arbitration, whenever practicable, for the adjustment of in- 
ternational differences, and is glad to believe that the prin- 
ciple of arbitration is becoming recognized as the most hon- 
orable and equitable solution of many difficult and impor- 
tant questions." And in the same strain the American, 
Minister replied : — "In the Convention recently concluded 
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between his Lordship and myself, the decision of the Com. 
missioners, and of the Arbitrator, if they fail to agree, is 
made conclusive upon all the questions which may arise." 

Now, no delay or even failure can blot out such facts as 
these in favor of the simple, grand principle for which we 
contend, and to which both the parties in this case have 
thus given so full and cordial assent, viz., that disputes be- 
tween nations, as now between individuals everywhere, 
should be settled either between the parties themselves, or 
by reference in some form to umpires or arbiters — a grand, 
simple, feasible principle underlying every system of im- 
partial, effective justice the world over; and, if properly 
carried into effect between nations, it must gradually super- 
sede in time the whole war-system. 



How Ihdian Wars abb Mass. — A letter from Idaho 
Territory says " a man, owning a ranche a short distance 
from town, invited an Indian to enter his house, promising 
to feed him. As soon as the Indian had entered the kitch- 
en, he placed a revolver to the Indian's ear, and pulled the 
trigger. He then, after having scalped him, saddled his 
horse, and rode away. It is feared by the old residents 
that this will cause a renewal of hostilities as soon as the 
grass springs up." We fear that half our Indian wars 
have an origin no more creditable than this ; the work of 
selfish, unprincipled, reckless men. 



Lopez, the Paraguayan War Fiend. — We have won- 
dered at the protraction of the conflict between Paraguay 
and the Brazilian allies ; but the mystery is now explained 
by facts respecting the desperate and atrocious character 
of Lopez, at the head of Paraguay. Some of these facts are 
reported by Mr. Bliss, just returned to New York from' his 
captivity in Paraguay : — 

" Nearly all the foreign residents in Paraguay have 
been executed. All Lopez' acquaintances, one hundred or 
more, have been sacrificed on the mad supposition, that 
they were conspiring against him. His army, once num - 
bering nearly 250,000 men, has been reduced to 5000, and 
the contest has become a guerilla warfare. Major Man- 
love, a member of the American Legation, was arrested 
by Lopez previous to Mr Washburn's departure, and was 
tried on the charge of being concerned in the same con- 
spiracy in which Bliss and Masterman were accused of 
taking part. He was certainly executed ; but Mr. Bliss 
could not learn whether his execution took place on or be- 
fore the general massacre on the 21st of December. An- 
other American, James Carter, was killed about the same 
time, and possibly one or two others. At the massacre on 
the 21st, about one hundred porsons were shot. There 
had previously been an execution of some hundreds of 
prisoners, and the last lot included all the most prominent 
politieal prisoners, who had been kept to the last. Among 
them were former members of Lopez' Adminstration, Min- 
isters of his Cabinet, who had been his active tools, but 
had fallen un'ier suspicion ; there were his own brother, 
his brother-in-law, the Bishop of Paraguay, the Portuguese 
Consul, several foreign merchants, and many Generals and 
Colonels of the Paraguayan service. 

Nineteen twentieths of the male population of Paraguay 
have perished in the war, or by the various massacres or- 
dered by Lopez. The tyrant is heartily detested by all 
survivors; but they feel powerless to rise against him. 
Every man is considered a spy on everybody else, and no- 
bedy ean organize a conspiracy without being discovered, 



Lopez is evidently preparing to leave the country ; he has 
sent large sums of money to Europe, and will probably fol- 
low it when he has thoroughly depopulated Paraguay." 



ENTERPRISES OF REFORM. 

Temperance. — How much Spirituous Liquor in our 
Country. — The special Revenue Commissioner reported 
late in 1868, that the amount paid in the United States by 
the consumers of spirits, reaches the sum of $1,483,491,- 
865. The return is compiled from the statements, under 
oath, of the dealers for the purpose of taxation, and not 
likely to be overestimated. Jn.New York, $246,617,520 
were paid; in N Pennsylvania, $152,663,425; in Ohio, 
$151,781,875, and in Illinois, $119,933,945 — a sum 
total that in two years would more than pay off our nation- 
al debt 

Temperance in Sweden. — The temperance agitation 
in Sweden goes further than it does in this country. The 
agitators of the question there propose a rigorous statutory 
law to suppress the manufacture of intoxicating liquors. 

Temperance in Maine. — A few of the hotels of 
Maine have kept open bars recently ; but, under the appli- 
cation of this law, the Falmouth House, of Portland, the 
largest and best house in the State, have just advertised 
that they have closed their bar ; and this is true of every 
first-class house in Portland, if not in the State — a great 
victory certainly. Another fact in reference to this matter 
is that the question of repealing the prohibitory law is not 
thought of — it is accepted as a finality. Its execution is 
becoming general. 

Inebriate Asylums. — There are now five inebriate 
asylums in the United States : one in Boston, opened 
in 1857, called the Washingtonian Home ; one in 
Media, near Philadelphia, opened in 1867, called the San- 
itarium ; one at Chicago, opened in 1868 ; one at Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., called the New York Inebriate Asylum, found, 
ed in 1858 ; and.one in San Francisco, founded in 1857. 

Temperance in High Places. — It seems that both 
President Grant and Vice-President Colfax are practical 
tee-totallers. Gen. Grant in a late visit in New York re- 
fused, at the dinner given to Attorney General Evarts, to 
taste wine when the toasts were drank. He also declined to 
take wine with his entertainer when he was dining with 
one of the leading merchants in this city. Mr. Bonner 
says that during his ' fast' drives with the General they 
stopped to ' warm' at a fashionable hotel. Several gentle- 
men coveted the honor of a ' little sunthin' to drink with 
the President-elect ; but they were politely refused. Vice- 
President Colfax id one of the officers of the National 
Temperance Society. 

Cure fob Tobacco. — A man in Richmond. Va.* is 
said to have found a cure for tobacco — a vegetable anti- 
dote that will remove all desire for the vile weed. If it 
does, he will be a great benefactor, and will deserve a 
monument higher than any to Napoleon or Wellington. 



If persons entitled to the Advocate of Peace fail to 
receive it, they will please inform as, and it shall at once 
be sent, and omissions supplied. At Postville, Lime 
Springs, &c, Iowa, some names, as they may in other cases, 
failed, by some means, to reach us for a long time, much to 
our regret. t&" When returning Advocate, be sure and 
give your name, town or city, and state, or we must con- 
tinue it. 



